
 
 

M I N U T E S 
CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNED MEETING 

MONDAY, APRIL 19, 2004 
5:30 P.M. 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
 
 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mayor Rietz, Council Members Jorgenson, Koch, Pacholl, 
Christopherson, Nordin and Chamberlain. Council Member-at-Large 
Wayne Goodnature 

 
MEMBERS ABSENT: None. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: Austin Daily Herald.  Austin Post Bulletin. Robert Hallman.  Gregg Johnson.  
Dave Beckel.  Roger Derrick. 
 
 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Pacholl, approving the 
agenda.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, approving 
the council minutes of April 5, 2004.  Carried. 
 
Robert Hallman, Sr., 405 14th Street NW, spoke to Council regarding noise on 14th Street NW.   He 
would like to see the stop signs at that intersection removed.   City Engineer Jon Erichson said they 
anticipated increased traffic there, but a traffic count has not been taken.  The four-way stop 
performs very well.  If stop signs were removed, traffic entering from 4th Avenue NW would be 
difficult.  Mr. Erichson said the stop signs could be removed or another alternative would be 
stoplights, however stoplights would cost $125,000 to $150,000.  He said the city could look at 
traffic counts at that intersection to determine if it would warrant stoplights.  Mr. Erichson added that 
they also would be looking at the accident history at that intersection; a fatal accident occurred in 
that area a few years ago.  This is unusual, he said, because the city rarely receives request to remove 
stop signs.  Park and Rec Director Denny Maschka has told Mr. Hallman that trees could be planted 
on the boulevard to cut down on noise. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the consent 
agenda as follows: 
 
Licenses: 
  Tree Removal:  Thomas & Branchard Tree Service, Box 146, Lyle, MN 
  Concrete License:  Image Builders, 310 3rd Avenue SE, Austin 
  Excavation:  Hunter Electric, 407 Grove Street NE, Brownsdale, MN 
  Concrete License:  Quality Rebuilders, 202 16th Street SE, Austin 
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Exempt gambling permit (raffle):  Friends of the J.C. Hormel Nature Center @ St. 

Edward’s Corcoran Center, 2001 2nd Avenue NW, Austin for October 28, 2004 
 
Claims:  

 Financial and Investment Reports.  
(a) Pre-list of Bills. 
(b) Jeannette Mittag, 2102-A Oak Tree Lane, Austin 

 
Carried. 
 
Chamber of Commerce Director Sandy Forstner presented a certificate to the City of Austin in 
appreciation of 15 years of continued support and contributions to the Austin Chamber of 
Commerce. 
 
Bids were received for the 2004 sidewalk reconstruction project.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
recommended awarding the bid to Ti-Zack.  Bids are as follows: 
 

Ti-Zack $103,985.85 
Hanson Hauling 115,249.10 
Knish Corp. 168,828.50 
Rocon Inc. 193,673.50 
Engineer’s Estimate $138,798.50  

   
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting a 
resolution awarding the bid.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for a conditional use permit for Gregg Johnson, 800 1st Drive NW, and 
Ulland Bros. Inc., 2400 Myers Road, Albert Lea, Minnesota, to allow a mining operation for the 
extraction of gravel in an R-1 Single Family Residence District for property located at the northeast 
of road intersection at 10th Drive SE and 8th Avenue SE.  The conditional use permit application was 
reviewed by the Planning Commission on March 9.  The Commission recommended denial of the 
conditional use by a 4-3 vote.  This was then appealed within the 15-day appeals period.  The area 
for the conditional use period is northeast of 10th Drive SE and 8th Avenue SE.  The area is 
surrounded by R-1 Single-Family Residence District to the north of the property and a church and 
Ellis Middle School to the northeast.  In 1988/1989, a conditional use permit was granted for gravel 
mining, which occurred at this site during the reconstruction of Ellis Middle School.  The conditional 
use permit has since expired.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said trees and debris 
are currently on this site.  Mr. Hoium said that on the north end of this property is concrete, which 
the petitioner will grind and use for road construction.  One of the conditions that the Planning 
Commission did place on this use is that access to this property be on 10th Drive SE and not onto 4th 
Avenue SE.  At the Planning Commission public hearing, four individuals – neighbors - spoke 
against this proposal.  The objections were of potential noise, dust and the length of the permit, and 
the hours of operation.  The use was approved with 12 conditions by the Planning Commission; an 
additional condition was requested and approved by Ulland’s.  Conditions are as follows: 
 

1) A restoration bond of $20,000 shall be provided and valid through June 30, 2009.  
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2) Permit will expire on December 31, 2008 
Revised:  Excavation and stockpiling of material portion of permit would expire 

December 31, 2008; crushing expiration, December 31, 2004 (2 week period) 
3) Extraction of gravel shall be limited to area shown on map 
4) Stockpiling of aggregate material shall be at least 40 feet from existing residential 

property  
Revised:  400 feet 
5) The gravel pit sides when completed will have a slope no greater than 4:1 horizontal 

to vertical 
6) Hours of operation shall be Monday – Friday, 6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Revised:  7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
7) Owner must contact the Mower County SWCD regarding the Wetland Conservation 

Act and provide the City a copy of one of the following: 
a.  A “No Loss Determination” (no wetlands on site) 
b.  A “Wetland Exemption” (the act doe not apply) 
c.  A “Wetland Replacement Plan” approval 
8) Owner must provide a copy to the City of an Erosion Control Plan  
9) Final Grading Plan shall include a buffer between the pit area and Jenning’s property 

as determined by the City of Austin City Engineer and City Planner 
10) Provide protection to existing underground utilities 
11) Completion of agreement with City for material storage site 
12) “No trespassing” signs shall be posted around entire site 
Revised:  200 ft. signage, o.c. 
13) Dust control shall be provided when necessary through the life of permit 
Revised:  Water mist shall be provided during crushing operations 
   Additional Conditions: 
14) All phases shall be completed as shown 
15) Gate shall be provided at all road accesses 
16) Tree plantings of popular trees on berm used for screening and shall include 

conferious trees ranging from 2 ft. – 3 ft. in height planted, 25 ft. o.c.  Populars 
planted a maximum of 10 ft. o.c. 

17) All ingress and egress shall be obtained from 10th Drive SE 
18) No additional demolition material shall be hauled onto site 

 
If granted, the conditional use permit for mining would expire in 2008.  The excavation and 
stockpiling of material portion of this permit would expire December 31, 2004 (a two-week period).    
The conceptual plan includes a long-range plan for a future park.  This area has had problems with 
flooding; a stormwater retention pond of 21 million gallons capacity will help with this problem. 
 
Council Member Koch said his concern lies with the water quality.  He also asked if traffic flows 
could go north to 218; he is concerned with the traffic at Ellis.  City Engineer Jon Erichson 
anticipates very good water quality because it would be ground water.  The ditch water would flow 
into this area, but it would be minimal except in times of a flood.  Mr. Erichson said he would 
imagine that the bulk of the traffic would take 10th Drive to 218.  Mr. Koch questioned the height of 
the berms.  Mr. Erichson said those are required for additional flood capacity; if the height were 
decreased, the benefit would decrease also.  Council Member Koch questioned the aesthetics of the 
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restoration.  Mr. Erichson said the petitioner must put up a $20,000 performance bond; if the City is 
not satisfied with the work, we may complete the work ourselves.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature questioned the plan for the holding pond.  Mr. Erichson said 
there has been ongoing flood problems in this area, and this is an opportunity for flood mitigation.  
Flooding has resulted from a high velocity of water – more water is coming into the ditch than is 
going out.  This would help with some flood control downstream.  Council Member-at-Large 
Goodnature then questioned if more flood mitigation is required due to the airport project.  Mr. 
Erichson said that land out by the airport is being converted from row crops to a cover crop; this is 
beneficial for mitigation.  The drainage at the airport has not and was not changed.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature questioned City Attorney David Hoversten on anything the 
city needs to do to keep this area safe.  Mr. Hoversten said the City has the discretion to do what it 
chooses; he is not aware of any regulation.  Council Member-at-Large Goodnature asked if the City 
deviated from other ponds/similar situations, would we be putting the city at risk?  Mr. Hoversten 
said that each situation is different; he is not able to give a good opinion “on the spot.”  Mr. Erichson 
said the pond would not be a drop-off; it would be a 4/1 (gradual) slope.   
 
Council Member Nordin said this is private property.  The City does not need to be concerned.   
Council Member Pacholl said he would like to see fencing at this area for safety purposes.  He added 
that this pond would be quite a bit deeper than others we have.  He suggested a 6 to 8-foot storm 
fence from the inlets to the outlets on the north side.  Council Member Jorgenson said this issue has 
been very controversial.  She said she appreciates the concern expressed by citizens, but she also 
appreciates that this is a flood control issue.  She has lived in a similar situation; it would take about 
three years for the end result, but what she has experienced was well done.  
 
Mike Garry, 1216 4th Avenue SE, said he was concerned with safety, saying this area is an attractive 
place for kids to gravitate.  This area has had ‘No Trespassing’ signs, but they haven’t deterred 
children.  He said to his knowledge, there has been no life lost in a flood in Austin, but there is a real 
possibility for loss of life here.  He said as far as a stream running through, this is generally not more 
than a “trickle.”  A flood has occurred but once.  He believes this is more of an issue of profit than 
flood control.  This will cause property values to go down.  Also, who is responsible for 
maintenance, he asked.  And who is liable?  There should be a better solution to flood control. The 
east side of 218 is where it starts. 
 
Charlie Knippel, remembers when former Mayor Baldy Hanson created the slew there – Baldy 
Hanson slew.  He said all the water is supposed to move south; then we wouldn’t have all this 
flooding. 
 
Max Tiff, 406 12th Street SE, said the doesn’t need another water hold.  It will be just a “mosquito-
infested situation.”  What about housing here?  That would be better than an unsightly gravel pit. 
 
Craig Gains, 402 12th Street SE, said he is concerned with safety.  This is would be an attraction for 
his 8-year-old.  The Council has received petitions against this conditional use permit.  He is wary 
that the “future of the project is so unclear now.”  This area could be abandoned for several years.  
Mr. Gains also noted that the ice in winter would be hazardous.  He said that the plan to beautify a 
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portion of this land “sounds great” but doesn’t see it happening in a timely, safe manner.  Mr. Gains 
also noted the number of trucks – potentially 25 trucks per hour with the possibility of them going 
past Ellis.  In the long term, that would shorten the life of the street.  As for flood control, the water 
flows downhill, not from that area.  He believes the flood mitigation plan would help but not solve 
flooding.  He also noted responsibility and liability. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson said this land would remain in private ownership, and this would include 
liability.  City Attorney David Hoversten said the owner would carry responsibility if negligence or 
nuisance was proved.   
 
Dave Beckel, materials manager for Ulland’s said his company received the bid for the airport 
project. In addressing the berms, he said they would have to be that high for high water events.  In 
addressing the safety and the height of the berms, he said other areas in town prevent visibility also, 
for example, Dobbins Creek.  Concerning dust, 80% of the extraction will be below the water table 
so it is presaturated.  He said there would be more dust from the tillable field surrounding the area.   
 
A geologist consultant to Ulland’s said that a major portion of the airport project is haulage cost.  A  
large expense for the concrete is trucking the sand.  The close proximity to the airport will allow 
them to save some money.  He said he has heard the scoffing about flooding tonight, but that 
“trickle” that was noted “blasted out a railroad grade and ruined a business.”  This proposed 
retention pond will hold 60-acre-feet to 90-acre-feet. 
 
Council Member Pacholl asked if Council would be in favor of putting up a fence on this property.  
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature said he would be opposed as there is no money to do this.  He 
said if there is any compelling reason not to, this matter should be approved.  As far as the safety 
question, many children do “stupid things.”  It is the parents’ responsibility to protect their children 
and to teach their children not to put themselves in danger.  And it is the responsibility of the owner 
(the petitioner) for safety measures. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, to 
approve the conditional use permit. Council Member Koch -  nay. 
 
Mike Garry said he believes this is a matter of money over safety and reminded Council that they 
received over 100 names petitioning against this permit. 
 
Ardell Gorman asked who should be responsible for the fencing.  Who benefits, she asked.  Who 
required fencing behind the mall and at the Target complex. 
 
Council Member Chamberlain said there is no worse disaster beyond flooding, and it is only a 
problem if it is your own home.  This is an opportunity to protect multiple people, an opportunity to 
help some businesses and some homes.  He said he would be supportive of fencing 3 to 4-feet high 
to “keep out those who can’t climb.”  Beyond that, he said it is the parents’ responsibility to train 
their children.   
 

5 



  Minutes of 4-19-04 
  
  Page 6  

 
Council Member Christopherson said this is an opportunity for flood mitigation and Austin “won’t 
spend a dime.”  Rochester’s mitigation plan took many years and close to $20 million.  He asked if 
we should stop building roads because the kids go out into the street.   
 
Community Development Director Craig Hoium questioned how high they required the fence to be.  
Council Member Pacholl said he would like to see a 6-foot fence.  Council Member Chamberlain 
asked if Council needs to identify where the fence should be.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature moved to discuss at a work session who should be paying and 
what would be most aesthetically-pleasing. 
 
City Attorney David Hoversten said Council needs to decide on the size of the fence, the 
construction of the fence tonight.  If any decision were delayed, the 60-day rule would automatically 
approve the conditional use permit after that many days.  Council should rescind the previous 
motion. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Koch, to rescind the previous 
motion.  Carried. 
 
Dave Beckel said Ulland’s has constructed a 4 or 5-foot fence – similar to a barbed wire fence – in 
another area by the airport.   
 
Council Member-at-Large Goodnature asked if there would be a natural type of fencing that could be 
used.   
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, to require an 
additional condition of a chain link fence on the north side of the property, four feet in height.  4-3.  
Carried.  Council Members voting nay:  Nordin, Jorgenson and Goodnature. 
 
Moved by Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, 
approving the conditional use permit.     6-1.  Council Member Koch voted nay. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, to 
discuss working with the developer to try to provide a fence.  Carried. 
 
Council Member Koch questioned any liability.  City Attorney David Hoversten said he didn’t think 
there would be an issue. 
 
A public hearing was held for a 3-foot variance from City Code governing the minimum rear yard 
setback of 5 feet in an R-1 Single Family Residence District, requested by Kathleen Gunderson and 
Steven Bliss, 711 10th Avenue NW.   Council Member Nordin asked if the planned detached garage 
could be shifted north.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said the petitioners are 
trying to maintain the size of their backyard.  Setback requirements are in place in order that there is 
enough room for maintenance and snow removal.  The Planning Commission has recommended 
approval of this variance by a 7-0 vote.   
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Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, to approve the 
variance.  Carried. 
 
A public hearing was held for the preliminary plat review of property to be known as Fox Pointe 
owned by Roger Derrick, Derrick Investors, LLC, 7301 Ohms Lane, #560, Edina Minnesota.  This is 
a 20-acre site for a proposed 99-unit condominium development.  The Planning Commission and 
City Council have already held numerous public hearings on this matter.  The petitioner is also 
requesting to rezone this area to a Planned Development Residential District.  Outlot A will include a 
stormwater retention pond.  The development includes public right-of-way extensions.  Staff and 
utilities have been notified, and 18 conditions have been recommended with the approval of this plat.  
The conditions are as follows: 
 

1) All easements are entered into the plat per the Austin Utilities and City Engineer’s  
request 

2) Developer must acquire any easements outside the plat which are necessary for 
the extension of utilities to the plat 

3) Provide street lighting to meet the approval of the City of Austin Engineer 
4) Obtain approval from City of Austin Engineering Department for storm water 

management plan 
5) Obtain any necessary sanitary sewer extension permit from the Minnesota 

Pollution Control Agency 
6) Park dedication requirements to be stipulated by the City Council and Director of 

Park and Recreation 
7) Enter into Developer’s Agreement with the City of Austin addressing all aspects 

of this  proposed development and the responsibilities thereof 
8) Design of all infrastructure within development shall meet the approval of the 

City of Austin Engineer and Austin Utilities 
9) Developer shall obtain petitions approved by the Austin Utilities relating to the  

placement of municipal water, gas and electric utilities and the cost thereof.  
These identified costs shall be included in the Developer’s Agreement 

10) Extension of all necessary public right-of-ways and road extension shall meet the 
design approval of the Austin City Engineer. 

11) Developer shall be responsible for obtaining any necessary environmental 
assessment worksheet and NPDES Permit 

12) Developer shall be responsible for submittal of documentation verifying location 
of adjacent wetlands 

13) Minimum driveway width shall be 20ft 
14) Storm water retention pond and outlot “A”  shall be owned by developer or condo 

association 
15) Fire hydrant location shall meet the location requirements of Austin fire chief 
16) Verify any requirement for approval to J.D. 26 storm water assessment 
17) City Engineers approval of driveway locations adjacent to 7th St NW 
18) Relocation of building numbers 21 and 25 
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At the concern of the Fire Chief, some driveway areas have been widened to 20 feet.  Also some fire 
hydrant locations have been relocated.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval of the 
preliminary plat by a vote of 7-0.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting a 
resolution approving the preliminary plat.  6-1.  Council Member Nordin voted nay, saying there 
were too many units in too small of an area. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Pacholl, setting a public 
hearing for May 3, 2004 to amend the Job Opportunity Business Zone (JOBZ) criteria.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, setting a public 
hearing for May 3, 2004 to amend the Business Subsidy Criteria.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Nordin, placing item into 
Matters In Hand:  Beer and alcohol sales outside of structures.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Nordin, designating a 12-hour 
parking lot for the parking lot west of 1st Street NE between 3rd Avenue and the alley.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz has recommended Georgette Hinkle to be reappointed to the Port Authority for another 
six-year term. 
 
Moved by Council Member Koch, seconded by Council Member-at-Large Goodnature, approving 
the reappointment.  Carried. 
 
Tom Dankert and Dennis Maschka have requested a reallocation of funds for the 5-Year Capital 
Improvement Plan.  As part of the original plan, $50,000 was allocated for additional park 
equipment at Murphy’s Creek and another $25,000 was allocated for updates of park equipment in 
other areas of the community.  Mr. Maschka would like $15,000 from the Murphy Creek allocation 
to be used to replace the circus-a-rama at Todd Park.   
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, adopting a 
resolution amending the 5-Year Capital Improvement Plan for the aforementioned purpose.  7-0.  
Carried. 
 
Edward Crowe, Wastewater Treatment Plant employee, is requesting a leave of absence of up to six 
months.  He will be eligible for long-term disability starting April 22, 2004.  Per union contract, the 
City will pay the Employer’s share of the health insurance for up to six months, and Mr. Crowe is 
responsible for the co-pay cost.  This has been okayed with  Jon Erichson. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, approving the 
leave of absence.  Carried. 
 
Mayor Rietz presented a resolution in support of restoring reductions of LGA.  Two bills are being 
introduced at the Legislature on this matter, but it is very likely neither will pass.  The item will be 
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discussed at the Legislature during these last days of the session.  The resolution will be forwarded 
to Governor Pawlenty, House Speaker Sviggum, House Minority Leader Entenza, Senate Majority 
Leader Johnson, Senate Minority Leader Day, Senator Dan Sparks and Representative Jeff 
Anderson.   
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, adopting the aforesaid 
resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Pacholl, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, to remove Sign 
Ordinance from Matters In Hand.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Jorgenson, resolving the 
City Council into the Sign Board of Appeals. 
 
Pantaleon Mata has petitioned for a sign appeal for a proposed canopy to be erected at 227-229 
North Main Street.  Mr. Mata owns three structures now, the first one being the old Wold Drug 
building.  That building was restored with a new store front, which includes a canopy.  Mr. Mata 
would like to extend the store front similar to the old Wold Drug building storefront and also match 
the canopy.  The 3-foot canopy would exceed the allowable 18-inch extension into the right-of-way, 
plus the lettering on the canopy exceeds the height at 9 inches.  The Planning Commission has 
recommended approval this sign appeal by a vote of 7-0.  Council Member Chamberlain questioned 
why 18 inches is the allowable extension.  Community Development Director Craig Hoium said that 
the code was to remove signs such as the Moose Club sign in front of this building, which was 
removed by the petitioner.  That sign extended approximately six feet over the public right-of-way. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, approving the 
sign appeal.  Carried. 
 
A sign appeal has been requested from Sherman Building Exchange LLC for the new Usem’s 
property, which sits on more than four acres.  The sign would exceed the maximum 100 square foot 
sign face area by 26 feet.  The corporation sign has specific sign sizes available; Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium said the petitioner was trying to come closest to the limitation 
for directional signs.  The Planning Commission has recommended approval of this appeal by a vote 
of 7-0.  Sherman Building Exchange LLC has also requested a freestanding sign adjacent to the 
Interstate – for the Interstate – which only required approval by the Planning Commission.  That sign 
is 46 feet high, with average interstate signs 50 to 75 feet high.   
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adjourning the 
Sign Board of Appeals and resolving back into the City Council.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, approving the appeal.  
Carried. 
 
City Engineer Jon Erichson requested an agreement with Bob Sikkink for airport mowing in 
exchange for farm rental.  The City has had this arrangement with Mr. Sikkink since 1985.  Mr. 
Erichson recommends another one year extension of the agreement. 
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Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Chamberlain, approving the 
agreement. 
 
Larry Dolphin requested a resolution be passed to apply for the an annual grant to assist financially 
with the upkeep of the Nature Center trail system.  Daily passes are now available at the Nature 
center, and they receive a dollar per daily pass.   
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting the 
aforesaid resolution.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Larry Dolphin requested that the Mayor and Council accept a gift of almost nine acres, most of 
which are in the flood plain and are located north of Dobbins Creek.  Joanne Dickson is selling 
acreage to James Heimark, and both are donated a few acres in the transaction. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the donation of property.  Carried. 
 
The City of Austin has received another offer of property donation on 8th Avenue SE from Al 
Greenman and Harold Sorenson in lieu of assessment payment.  The property is vacant and sits 
between two warehouses.  This property is included in the long-range flood acquisition program. 
 
Moved by Council Member Christopherson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a 
resolution approving the property donation.  Carried. 
 
St. Olaf Church has requested the closing of 2nd Avenue NW between 1st and 2nd Street and also for 
use of the city parking lot on April 25, 2004.  Mr. Erichson recommended approval. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, approving the 
street closing and use of city parking lot.  Carried. 
 
The Engineering Department has reviewed consultant services related to the airport taxiway 
construction project with SHE.  The scope of services has been reduced to have the City of Austin 
performing the majority of the construction observation services.  Both the consultant and the city’s 
services are 90% reimbursable through the grant. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Nordin, adopting a resolution 
approving contract amendment with Short Elliott Hendrickson.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk at 104 3rd Avenue 
SE, Fuller property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk at 1007 5th Avenue 
NE, Karnes property.  Carried. 
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Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of junk at 401 South Main 
Street, Valle property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of inoperable vehicle and 
junk at 3401 West Oakland Avenue, D&W property.  Carried. 
 
Moved by Council Member Chamberlain, seconded by Council Member Nordin, granting the 
Planning and Zoning Department the power to contract for the removal of inoperable vehicle, 
temporary vehicle storage and auto parts storage at 1403 4th Street SE, Borg property.  Carried. 
 
The city has had ongoing an agreement with Richard Hawkins  for the purchase of property in the 
Northeast Industrial Park.  Changes in this agreement are as follows:  1) city providing 
approximately 4300 cubic yards of fill for this site to obtain proper grade elevations for stormwater 
run-off.  2) The seller must clear title to the property.  3) The property taxes for 2004 would be 
prorated between the parties at the date of closing.  4) The site must be fully developed within twelve 
months of the date of closing, and 5) The closing date would be on or before June 1, 2004. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, approving the 
revision to the purchase agreement with Richard Hawkins.  Carried. 
 
Triple JJJ Sanitation have found a site in Brownsdale to relocate their business.  Community 
Development Director Craig Hoium requested that 4.2 acres of the designated acres for JOBZ be 
transferred to Brownsdale.  This transaction is in compliance with state law.  The company would be 
adding jobs to Mower County.  If approved this must also be passed by the Mower County Board 
and the School Board. 
 
Moved by Council Member Nordin, seconded by Council Member Christopherson, adopting a 
resolution approving the transfer.  7-0.  Carried. 
 
REPORTS:  
 
There will be an opportunity for public input on the Central Park plan on April 21 in Council 
Chambers, 4:30 – 6:30.   
 
Council Member Christopherson questioned Mr. Erichson on Gary Anderson’s property south of the 
airport.  Mr. Erichson has sent in a request to MnDOT and has not heard a response yet.   
 
The Nature Center will be host the Pioneer Day on April 25. 
 
The CVB has received the new Visitor’s Guide.  115 tours have been booked for 2004; 39 are 
overnight stays.   
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Council Member-at-Large Goodnature said that it was his intent that he would probably resign; 
however, he has talked with his new employer and they are going to try to work with him so that he 
would be able to attend council meetings and work sessions.  He will finish out his term.  He will not 
be able to maintain his representation on the Port Authority and HRA boards. 
 
Moved by Council Member Jorgenson, seconded by Council Member Pacholl, adjourning the 
meeting to May 3, 2004. 
 
 
 
Adjourned:   7:58 pm   
 
Approved:   May 3, 2004   
 
Mayor:      
 
City Recorder:      
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